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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Nationat Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 642
[Docket No. 60600-6100]
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources

of the Guilf of Mexico and the South
Atiantic

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce.-
ACTION: Proposed rule; preseason
adjustment.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of Commerce
issues a preliminary preseason
adjustment of the total allowable catch
(TAC), permitting requirements, and bag
limits for the Gulf migratory group of
king mackerel in accordance with the
framework procedure under '
Amendment 1 to the fishery -
Management Plan for the Coastal
Migratory Pelagic Resources of the Guif:
of Mexico and the South Atlantic (FMP).
This notice proposes (1) reductions in
TAC and allocations for the Guif
migratory group of king mackere! based
on recent catch data; (2} changes in the
requirements for permits for commercial
fishing vessels: and (3) provisions for
reducing bag limits for recreational
fishermen to zero (0}. The intended
effects are to protect the Gulf migratory
group of king mackerel and still allow a
catch by the important recreational and
commercial fisheries that are dependent
on this species, to allow charter vessels
to fish commercially when not under
charter, and to ensure that the

{ ; recreational allocation is not exceeded.
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paTE: Comments must be received vnor
hefore June 24, 1986.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the rule and
supplemental regulatory impact review
are invited and should be sent to Donald
W. Geagan, Southeast Region, National
Marine Fisheries Scrvice, 8450 Koper
Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Flurida 33702

Comments on the coilection of
information requirement are invited and
should be addressed to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Atfurs of
OMBDB. Washington, DC 20503, Atieniion
Desk Officer for NOAA.

FOR FURTHER IHFORMATION CORNTACT:
Donald W. Ceagan, 813-893-3722.
SUPPLEIMENTARY INFORMATION: TThe king
mackerel fishery is regulated under the
FMP and its linal regulations (50 CFR
Part 642). An amendment 1o the IMP
(Amendment 1) was preparad jotly by
the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlante
Fishery Management Councils
{Councils) und implemented Septemiber
221985 (50 'R 34843, August 28, LN

The Councils recommended o TAC fur
the Guil migratory group of king
mackerel at 5.2 million pounds ard tny
was implemented by emergency
regulation (51 FR 8326, March 11, 14586).
which resulted in the closurce of the
commercial fishery for ihis grouyp on
Maurch 12, 1086, after its quota wis
exceeded (51 FR 9013).

In conformance with stock assessment
procedures at § 842.27, the Counatls
convened the Stock Assessment Panel
(Panel), reviewed itsroport, aad made
recommendations to the Regionul
Director {or changes isi the TAC, quotus,
and permits for the Guif group of bang
mackereh

The Councils recommen iz
for the fishing year of july 1,139
theough Juite 30, 1807, be setal 2
miltion pounds, which is at the uptier
limit of the range of the auceptable
Liological cutch (ABC) provided furl
the Panel This cction is sxXpect
allow the spuwning stodk to recover ia
the next decade to between 18 and 112
percent of the adequate stock levels of
1975-78.

In accordance with the provisions of
the FMP, the TAC is allocated ta users
and areas by prescribed formula. The
vecrealional fishery is allocuted 63
percent of the TAC {1.97 willivn
pounds), and the comrercial fivhery is
allocuted 32 percent {0.93 miilion
pounds). The commercial allocution is
subdivided into three quotas with 0.C6
million pounds for the purse veine
fishery, 0.60 million pounds for the

Ja TAG

castern geographic zone and 0.27 million’

pounds for the western geoygrzphic zode.
The commercial fishery quota is
recutated under § G42.21{a).

b

The vecreational fishery quold is
regulated under § 642 21(4) and bag
limits under § 642.28. When the quota of
157 mitlian pounds is reached or
mojectad W be reached, the bag liinit
will be reduced to zero {0) by nutive
sclion in the Federal egiswr. Prior to
putlicativn ol such notice action, the
Regivnal Director witl consalt with the
Conngils aud advise them of the data on
which the Loy it reduction to zero ()
Based.

Tie rectetional bag limit far the Gulf
srang of b el sy et at
§ puz.2s( Ot will remaln unchuneed
Luecause ot the expeoted reductionin
avalabibity of fiah aod ttal vfiort. Bag
limits ot the opening of the season will
Femain ab threg kg mackoel per
person per trip for anglery, excluding
antaia and crew, or two King macherel
pr persun per i inctading the captain
and crew, whichever is the greater for
persons fishing v dhorter bowti Vor
pursuns tsinng o uiher recreational
vesaats the bag Hat will retain at two
Ling machersd poer persen fer trip.

Vessebi Hihing cotnnacnadly for
cither mivinto v groap will condinae to
D reGuina to obilan a permit anriily
atid ity dir 50 providing the ovwner or
cperabine g denved gt least ten peecent
ot Wiy oot income fronn cominercis!

g in Que previouy catendar vear.

st s regufatory aciun, Loena 2

IS

higy moariered havic been inehraib e s
obialn commertad permits. The
rotioniile was that 5
geratificg s

hi‘l!ii;‘,. It

e natetn would fot

et e comrmetcbal

pisun, and exivinin of

frer boats fooningg the bl
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oubd mahe the o

JEIOIN R e VIR RV

cliarter.

ptoften
g and

s while

Cla

elidur ¢
cotameioial perait will ta considerned 1o
te uinder cliarter if move than three
persiins are ahoarit inclading e
captuin and ceew. Perimils (o fish on the
commercial quotas will he fssued by the
Regienal Divector at no cost and will be
available 00 duvs prior e the begin
of the seosan. Persits may be Gsaued o

the Culf e ratory gong i

other times for newly registered vessels
or in cases of demonstrated hardship,
Also, permits are noatransferable. The
issuance of commercial perinits for
charter vessels will assist in determining
the distribution of the lowered TAC
between commerciel and recreational
fishermen and witl be-an aid in
evaluating the status of the caich of
each user group. The minimum inconie
percentage requirement for a purmit for
corrercial fisherman also will prevent
recreational fishermen from oblaining
permizs and thereby circumnventing the
bag himitations.

Other Mautters

This action is taken under the
authority of 50 CFR 642.27 =nd i3 taken
in compliance with Executive Order
12291, This action 1s covered by the
supplemental regulutory impaot ruview
[SRIst) which concludul that the
auiherizing regulations could have @
gignfiicant economic tmpnct on @
substantial number of sisall entities,
Connaents on the SRIR are invited and
should be sent to the ADDRESS listed
wbove. A copy is also availeble from the
ADDRESS listed above.

Ttis rule revises a collection of
information requiremint subiject to the
Papuerwork Reduction Act (PRA), whigh
has bien approved by the Otfine of
Miatagement and Budget (OML] uader
OMB control numsber 06450047, A
request Lo cotlect this infurmation has °
been submitted to OMB for review
sader section 3504th) of the PRA.
Cuteinenis on the collection of
infoiisetion requirements arg thvited
(S ALDARESLES]

List of Subjeces in 50 CYR Part G4

ries, Fishing, Reporting and

Yo rdneeping reguirsu enis,

Flubic

oareds fune 4, 1966,
Caooitea L Blondin,
Lor f‘ e Fisbnries
il Martne

Depoiy dusialant, Administr
rea Munagenient, Mol

DV IO

vor reasons set forth in the preambie,
60 012 Bart 142 s propusied W b
amended as lollows:
PART 542--COASTAL WIGARATORY
PELAGIC RESQURCES OF THE GULF
OF mELICO ARD THE 50UTH
ATLANTIC

1. The authority citation for Part 642
continues to read as follows:

Autlority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 ef seq.

2. Gection 642.1 is amended by
revising paragraph (b) to reazd us
fctiows:
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16421 Purpose and scope.

(b} This part regulates fishing for
eoastal migratory pelagic fish by fishing
vessels of the United States off the
Atlantic Coastal States south of the
Virginia-North Carolina border and in
the- Gulf of Mexico.

3. Soction 642.2 is amended by
reviging the definition of "Charter
vegsel” to read as follows:

§642.2 Definitlang,
» * * » *

Chm.e'"’ yraeel Ginglndes headbonts)
means a hont or vessel whoene captain or
aperalor is licenaed by the U5, Conat
Gaard to carry paying passenger: and
whosge pascenaers fish [or a foo. Charier
vossels with parmiig ta fish on the
commercial ollecation for king maockeral
will be considered under chavtor if there
are mare thar threa (3] perseng aboard
inchiding captain and crow.

* 4 - - >

4. Section 8424 is amended by
reviaing parageaphs (a) (1) and {19, and
(b1{6) to read as follows:

§642.4 Perraits ard fees.

(7} Applicability. (1) Owners or
operatars of fix hing vegsels which fich
for king meickerel under the commervcial
gquotos in § 642.217a) are reaquirad fo
obitain an aunnal veusel peemit,

{21 Ownaors o aperaters of chaster
vossels may olitnin a peemit to fish
mder the caomumeraiad allocations for
king mackerel provided they
bag limits while under charter.

(yr e

(6] A sworn
aneralor cortifying that at hrast 10
percent of his or her earned income

derived Trnm commercial fishing du

the praesding cnlendar year (Jannary 1

adhere ty

. :
siqtnment by e pamer o

through Recenibier 31)
§642.7 Amended]

5. Section 642.7 ig amended by
revisine poragraph (a}(18), addirg 4 new
naragraph {a)(27). deleting paragraph
{1}{23), and renumbering paragraphs {a)
(29) throngh (31) as {a}(28) through {30)
to read as follows

(n} * ¥

(18) Fizh for, retain, or have in
possessicn in the FCZ '!i)(m'd a voage]
perimitied to fish under § 642.4 king
mackere] from a migratory growp or
allocation zone after the commereial
aquota for that migratory greup o
allecation zone gpecified in § 6842, .l,m]
has heen reached and closure has been
invoked as specified in § 532.22{a}
{Table 2);

- -

{27} Possess king maakere] harvested
in the FCZ under 1 recrentional
allocation set forth in § 642.21(b) after
the bag limit for that recreational
allocation has bpnn reduced to zero {0}

as specifi r‘d in (‘-1" 22{b}:
* * *

6. Section 642.21 s 'mv'mlm} by
rvvihing paragraphs {2), (b), and (C). and
redesiznnting ("(lﬁflnil paragraph (i) as

{5 to rand as follows:

Quotan and si'grationg,
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(3) King mackerel harvested by pursa
seines are counted in the commercial
aliocations and quotas specified in
paragraph (a) of this sectien (Table 2},
. - » * *

7. Section 6842.22 is amended by
raviging paragraph (b) to read as
follows:

§642.22 Closure.
-« > > L4 -

{b} The Secretary, after consulting
with the Councils and by publication of
a notice actinn in the Federal Regiater,
may radice the bag Hnit for the
rarrational fishery for king mackaerel in
the Atantic or Gulf migratory group to
zove {0) when the allanation {or that
QDY U suder § 612.21{h) is eoached or i
prejested to he renched. After such
rednrtion, all king mackerel canght mnst
sed to the sea immediately and
i ol king mackerel ahoard
westinnal vessels is prohibited,

« + » - -

oo

nitrgee

Bnq and pogsosgzion limits,
. . .
fe1) Aftor a ¢losure vrler § 042.22(a)
in involed for the allocations and quotas
apecified in § 542.21{a), vrasels
crepemitted nnder § H42.4 mav nnt Jch for
ine corel in the 7omeis) for that
siloesvion ar quota under the hag limita
*m\('i":l‘ in paragraph (a) of this sectinn
rennt g provided for under paragraph
ek
21 Charter

vessels permitted fo fish
i 1:1)mmr‘rci81 quotas for king
oo may fish under the bag limit
Vin paragranh {2 of this section
i thoy are \m\lvr charter pndd the
tonal fishing afleantinn for the

v migratory groun of king

i pei wmder § 632.21(b) has not been
donedoarior § 642.21(h).

. * “ - *

1
!
A

hin 2 of Appendix A is amended

antivety to read as follows:

sty Tovay Artowasee CateH (TAC) FOR

LieRATOAY GROUPS OR ALLOCATION JONES CR

Pentrhion on &3l and e atch invnbad whon—

¢ TN Saes from mgiilory Qroup nea pojerted 10
i peach eunta,

D40 | Landings from pugratery group ars projactod 10
i each quola,

S ¢ ' Carchas Irom migratory oroup av2 projected to

I rrach aliocation.

!
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Y TaABLE 2-KNG ANO Seamast Macurasy CUOTAS AxD TOTAL ALLOWABLE Catcu (TAC) FOR
WG CLOBURES ARE lestieD (oR SPEC#IC MIGRATORY GAOUPS OR ALLCCATION ZOwES O/

Gean Types —Contnwadmy.

Prohdsion ot seke and/or CRCh wwoked wihen-—-

r Frabung
yeoar
Mraioy group®s || Fatwg yedd Goat w £
(rrason
pound)
Gastt 1 Juty-30 Juns ... Al types......| Westam 0.27
Corwnercial. rone 3, :
Guit 1 Judy=30 Juna..... PEY i Enswam 0.60
Comamercied. 006 ¥
Gt 1 Jdg-30 Ruvd oo ARl typss.... Ervira 0.08
Commercasl, rangs 8.
Gud 1 Juty-30 JUNe .......| All types......| Entxe 1.97
, Recrsaton angs b
&
Spaseh Mackersl: | 1 Januziy-31 Al typega..) GA® ... 27.00
Decembed.
1 Jenwery-31 PSS ... Atlanis 0.30
Deceadar. Qcean. |
1 Jarwary-31 2> JUN— Guit of 0.30
Decermdser. FAannco.

Saice from rugrsiony Foup and 1008 &6 pro-
160180 10 reesht GuotE.

Landinge oM mwpalory groud e Wopected 0
resch ot

Lancage oM Mugraloly o &re projected 0
reacn Quot.

when lamdings we prowcled 0 resch TAC
Whan lenGngs &re propcted 0 reach ot

What lerkings &8 propscled 10 resch GuOAR

'Squnzmwwammymmnﬁsanmmaumm

vered by season (§
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